DDR-Kolloquim '79
The 1979 "DDR-Kolloquim" organized by the Akademie der Wissenschaften der DDR-Berlin was held on June 19 and 20. The general topic discussed was "DDR-Literatur im internationalen Kontext". Various specialized sections which met to present and discuss papers included: It is refreshing to encounter some verse from the GDR which is not patently political, which intends to be neither a provocation nor a warning, offers neither Utopias nor bland cliches, but instead is a lyrical defense of a naturally symmetrical world. The "city angel" with scorched wings (of one of these texts) is a metaphorical projection of Streubel, tossing from the towers "Luftballons, knallbunte Botschafts-Bons." Streubel's diary presumes to do not much more than take stock of his immediate world and himself. The 91 texts are confrontations with nature, family, society, and his own past and present. The seasons, forest and fauna, familiar places and festivals, outdoor work and workers, artists and art, disappointments and hopes, simple pleasures and tasks, solitude and community are his subjects; the tone is fresh and not without humor. 
